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Welcome to RailEX North East 2025, organised by 

the Blyth & Tyne Model Railway Society.  

Welcome to the RailEx North East Model Railway Show! 

All aboard for a journey into the fascinating world of miniature railways! 

Whether you're a lifelong enthusiast or a curious newcomer, we're thrilled 

to welcome you to this celebration of craftsmanship, creativity, and railway 

heritage. 

This year’s exhibition brings together a remarkable collection of layouts, 

ranging from historical recreations and rural branch lines to imaginative 

modern scenes. Exhibitors from across the region—and beyond—have 

come to share their passion, expertise, and intricate models with you. 

Take your time to explore each layout, chat with the creators, and discover 

the stories behind the scenes. Be sure to visit our trade stands for every-

thing from scenery supplies to vintage kits, and don't miss our family-

friendly activities designed to inspire the next generation of railway model-

lers. 

Thank you for joining us, and we hope you enjoy a day full of inspiration, 

nostalgia, and miniature marvels! 

All aboard! 

Brian Taylor 

Exhibition Manager. 
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1/ Leaflet Table  

If you have an exhibition you want advertise leave your promotional leaflets here 
for the public to pick up. 

2/ SQUIRES MODELS & CRAFT TOOLS – Roger & Oliver Lewis. 

Roger & Oliver make a welcome return to our exhibition. Offering a huge range 
of modellers hand tools, electric switches, bulbs and LED’s. A POST FREE mail 
order catalogue is available FREE of CHARGE. Please collect your copy from 
the stand. 

3/ MTFG Hobbies - Tom Iley 01748884757  
A traditional Model and Hobby outlet, selling reconditioned model railways, 
spares and accessories, diecasts collectable plastic kits and assorted hobby 
goods. 
 

4/ North Eastern Railway Association 
www.ner.org.uk 
 
Whether you like history or the present day, creating models or “the real thing”, 
locomotives or country railways, we would like to welcome you as a member. 
What's included?  We offer: 
 
•  Quarterly illustrated A4 Journal - NORTH EASTERN EXPRESS 
•  Meetings in York, Darlington and Hull, with additional Zoom presentations 
• Extensive catalogued archive of photographs, plans and documents 
•  Increasing digitised archive accessible for members 
•  Expanding range of authoritative books on railways in the North-East 
•  Extensive range of facsimile NER and later documents 
•  On-line members’ forum – pose your question! 
 
Visit our website www.ner.org.uk for more details and membership information 
(you can pay on-line using PayPal); please mention this entry. 

 
5/ GM Transport Books – George Morton. 

GM Transport Books trade in new and second hand railway books and DVDs, 
and also titles on buses, trams and trolleys. A pdf file of our latest offerings can 
be found on our website www.gmtransportbooks.co.uk 
 

6/ J&J MODELS OF MORPETH 

J & J Models, Packhorse Yard, Newgate St, Morpeth. NE61 1AW 
www.jandjmodles.co.uk 07792925181 
New & Pre-owned Model Rail, Diecast, Plastic kits & Accessories. 
Stockist of Hornby, Bachmann, Peco, Airfix, Tamiya & many more. 

http://www.ner.org.uk
http://www.ner.org.uk
http://www.gmtransportbooks.co.uk
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7/ Trainsporters Ltd. 

Trainsporters is the innovative solution for storing and transporting your O 
gauge and OO gauge model railway stock! We've developed a range of prod-
ucts, which use stackable storage boxes made from recycled plastic, and 
custom-cut foam inserts, allowing you to forget about your storage woes and 
have peace of mind when storing and transporting your precious cargo.  

8/ NER Models 

NER models is a newcomer to the world of 3D printed model railway kits, 
based in the North East, offering kits of rolling stock as yet unseen from 
ready-to-run manufacturers. We make highly detailed but easy to assemble 
wagon kits based on those of the North Eastern Railway and its constituent 
companies, along with railway buildings and scenic details. Currently focus-
sing on OO gauge, but we're happy to discuss the possibility of production in 
other scales. Come and talk to us at our stand. 

9/ CM3 Models 

We are specialists in scratch building supplies, tools, switches and scenic 
accessories for model railway layouts. Wire and connectors are available for 
DC and DCC layouts and a number of wiring kits are available for beginners. 
Plastic section, MIG AMMO products, Expo tools, Model Scene, Albion Al-
loys, Alan Gibson and greyboard card packs also supplied.  

Tel: 0333 050 2763  

Email: shop@cm3models.co.uk  

Website: www.cm3models.co.uk 

10/ Sunderland Models 

Come to Sunderland Models for your model railway, slot car, kits, paints & 
modelling tool needs. Stockists of Hornby, Scalextric, Airfix, Humbrol, Bach-
mann, Gaugemaster, Javis, Peco, Rapido, Accurascale, Tamiya & more. Re-
pairs & servicing undertaken, we buy second hand models, free advice & 
guidance.  

Find us at Sunderland Models, 90 Ryhope Road, Grangetown, Sunderland, 
SR2 9QE. Tel: 07727288574, Web: www.sunderlandmodels.co.uk 

11/ Tri-Angman 

Tri-angman - Trader and specialist in Tri-ang, Hornby Dublo, Bachmann etc, 
especially collectables. www.tri-angman.co.uk 

 

mailto:shop@cm3models.co.uk
http://www.cm3models.co.uk
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12/ JSModels 

JSModels specialise in laser-cut industrial building kits & accessories for your 
layout. Available in 2mm, 4mm, and 7mm scales, our range includes several 
different styles of low-relief factory or warehouse type buildings, as well as 
full buildings, chimneys, boilerhouses, and more. All our kits come with full 
assembly instructions, as well as glazing and roof slates where appropriate. 
We also offer a customisation service, where standard kits can be adapted to 
suit the space available & your individual requirements. If you are looking for 
a model of a specific building (industrial or otherwise!) we offer a full commis-
sion service too. 

13/ Digitrains 

Digitrains are specialists in DCC control with two decades of DCC modelling 
experience. 

We stock a wide range of products from decoders to whole systems, as well 
as offering free advice, a decoder installation service and, we believe, the 
best range of sounds currently available. Visit our stand and our sounds can 
be demonstrated in front of your very own eyes…and ears! 

And if your layout isn’t digital yet don’t think we’re not for you, we have lots of 
rolling stock, locos, track, scenic materials and many other useful things back 
at our Lincoln shop. 

14/ Anoraks Anonymous 

preowned model railway in OO, N, HO and O gauge. 

15/ Pennine Models 

UK Model Railway Locomotives,Rolling Stock & Accessories. We specialize 
in model railways ( O gauge, OO gauge & N ) as well as model kits.  

16/ DC Kits 

Home of probably the UK's best sound decoders from Legomanbiffo Digital 
sound, we have the most comprehensive range featuring Diesels, Electrics & 
Steam. We also offer a large range of DCC Sound fitted locos off the shelf, 
also available are an excellent range of Class 156 DMU's from Realtrack 
Models.  

17/ DURHAM TRAINS OF STANLEY – Mick Worrall. 

Stocks a wide range of rolling stock and scenics. Plus a good stock of 
secondhand Railway & Diecast. 

Trading for more than 10 years, I am well known in the North East and if I 
don't have what you want just ask and I will get it for you. 
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18/ Aln Valley Railway  
 

19/ MERG 

Our local Model Railway Electronics Group demonstration 

20/ Peter Stanger 

21/ The Armstrong Railway Photographic Trust  

It safeguards photographic collections when people die. Prevents family just 
throwing them away.  

22/ Paul Moore 

With over 40 years experience of building and painting model railway stock, 
Paul iS now renowned throughout the hobby for his skill at skill at applying 
whatever livery is required. Most of Pauls work revolves around but not exclu-
sively, the steam era in 7mm scale with the occasional 10mm work as well. 
Wherever possible cellulose based paints and primers are used for the base 
colours. Careful research goes into colour authenticity before taking ad-
vantage of the latest technology to match the pigments. Lining, no matter 
how complex is all applied by hand in enamel paint using bow pens and very 
Fine brushes with meticulous research going into replicating the prototype. 
Paul will be more than happy to dispense advice on the techniques he has 
evolved while painting models. Please feel free to stop by and view the loco’s 
on display, watch him work or simply ask questions about he achieves a top 
quality Finish to his subjects..  

23/  00 Gauge Wagon Kit Building by Club member Phil Carrs 

Ask Phil of you are unsure how to go about building those wagon kits we all 
have stashed in our cupboards 

24/ CLUB MEMBERS SALES  

Our own club member’s sales stand  

25/ Corrieshalloch - 2mm Finescale - Anthony Yeates 
 
Corrieshalloch is a fictitious passing station on the projected but never con-
structed Highland Railway line from Garve to Ullapool in northwest Scotland. 
The station is squeezed between the main Garve to Ullapool road (now the 
A835) and the Droma River, just south of the scenic Corrieshalloch Gorge. 
Interestingly, the local Braem ore estate was purchased in 1857 by John 
Fowler, who went on to become chief engineer for the Forth Rail Bridge. Alt-
hough the layout is modest in size (built to fit in a small car), I have tried to 
capture the expansive, open feel of the Highland by modelling only half of the 
station. It is set in the years prior to the First World War and uses primarily 
scratchbuilt locomotives and stock fre(many using my own etches).  
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Feel free to ask me about 2mm Finescale standards and how to join the 2mm 
Scale Association. 
 

26/ Pegsmoor - OO Gauge - 1950s Steam - Christopher Green 

The layout 
The layout was started during 2016, after designing several track plans I de-
cided to go with a design that best reflects the story I created to justify the 
line,  I fabricated three base boards each 4ft X 3ft 3" (1200mm X 1000mm) 
constructed using 2 x 1 ( 50mm X 25mm)framework glued and screwed com-
plete with cross braces, to this I glued and pinned the 6mm ply down. consid-
ering the time this layout has been stored both in our spare room and the 
garage with the various moisture and temperature ranges the boards have 
stood up well with no warping or twisting. 

 
TRACK PLAN 
The track was laid over a cork bed which had been glued to the plywood, I 
glued the track directly to the cork ( with hind sight I should have pinned the 
track down to lesson the sound transmission through the boards). The track 
is Peco code 100 flexi track at the front of the layout  along with Peco points 
and motors. The curves through the tunnel are made up of Peco set track  
2nd and 3rd radius. I did at first used flexi track but found it difficult to main-
tain a true curve which during testing tended to throw a couple of my engines 
off along with my Bachmann Thompson coaches, my Hornby  coaches 
strangely traveled over these sections ok. Once the set track was laid these 
issues disappeared. The model is DC operated, the engine shed spur and 
goods yard can be operated separately  from the main lines.  It is possible to 
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have a train standing waiting to proceed through the tunnel, a local passen-
ger train in the station and a train passing through on the Centre road in ei-
ther direction at the  same time as  an engine shunting in the yard, I need 
eyes in the back oy head when attempting this though. The layout is de-
signed to be operated by one person. 

 

Control panel 
Ballast was applied using the standard way of laying out and then applying 
PVA diluted glue and allowing it to set, not all areas took at the first attempt 
but with patience I eventually got there.  
 
The scenery I formed using modeling card slotted together in egg box form 
that was then trimmed to suit the contours I required, then Plasterers self ad-
hesive jointing tape was laid over to form a base for rolled grass mat, this 
was then used as a base to build from. 

All but two of the buildings are Metcalf Kits, the station building is a freelance 
spec build along with the ruins of the Bastle. The trees, shrubs and various 
grasses are from various sources.  
         
Future work will be to fit operating signals (the present ones are Ratio static 
kits) and more weathering to the rolling stock, I would also like to fit sound 
insulation below the boards to dull the sound of the trains as they run over 
the track. 
The layout has now been extended by adding an additional removeable sec-
tion in the middle, this allows the layout to be  shown either in its original form 
(12ft long) or extended form (16ft long).  
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As for what's next, well the model in its present form may eventually be put 
up for sale or stripped for parts and a new project started, probably based on 
the north eastern railway in late BR days an era close to my heart. 
I hope you enjoy the layout and will answer any questions that you may have 
regarding the construction and operation 

27/ N Gauge Society 

The N Gauge Society was formed in 1967 with the aim of promoting and en-
couraging N Gauge Railway Modelling, and support for N Gauge Modellers. 
The society provides help and advice to its members, a 100 page full colour 
Journal, six times a year, along with the provision of exclusive Ready-to-Run 
models and kits for our members to build and run on their layouts. If you 
would like more information on the society and what it provides to its mem-
bers, please visit our Mini Stand at this show where you can see examples of 
the models and kits and join the society if you are not already a member. On 
joining you will receive an exclusive Joining Pack. The stand also has a 
Members Shop selling a selection of the Ready-to-Run models, kits and other 
products. We look forward to seeing you and having a chat about the society 
and the N Gauge hobby. 

28/ Wytsend - N Gauge - 1930s-50s - BTMRS 

General details: Wytsend is a model of a fictitious town in Devon, built by four 
members of BTMRS, who begun work in early 2022; it measures 6’6’’ x  3’6”.  
Wytsend can in genre use stock from the 1930s- 1960s to include both steam 
and diesel locomotives, including those of Southern Railway and early British 
Rail. 

 

Feature: An unusual feature is a flying junction whereby the track rises to go 
over the main lines via a bridge and then round to reach the Terminus; there, 
the locomotive can run round the train where it can either couple-up for the 
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return journey or visit the small engine shed for water and coal before contin-
uing. 

Scenic information: Buildings are a mixture of scratch-built or heavily modi-
fied kits from the likes of Petite Properties and Scale Model Scenery. The 
buildings all feature internal décor, some of which are easily visible.  The 
scenery, including all the trees,  was scratch-built and also features a church 
with cemetery, a small airfield, a station halt and even small archaeological 
dig. The scratch-built Terminus building is a replica of one of the original four 
Tynemouth stations, now in use as residential.   

Technical information: two types of point motor are used- Peco Solenoid for 
surface mounts, and Cobalt Analogue ServoThree Solenoids on the main 
board to select the line.  The back scene includes 9 Cobalt motors and thus 
we can power the point frog to isolate sidings. The control panel has switches 
to operate all points on the board, and both main lines can run independently 
of one another. There is a Gaugemaster twin track controller, and the top part 
of the layout can be isolated from the two running lines, so that shunting can 
be done at the same time. Building and platform lights are LED with resisitors 
for 12v DC use. 

29/ Secret Santa 

An impending move to the Northeast of England was fast approaching so all 
railway modelling items etc were heading for storage and there it stayed for a 
year whilst building work was carried out at our new home.  

 

Around the summer of 2023 my “man cave” was completed. I was keen on 
getting back modelling and with Christmas approaching and a two-foot base-
board waiting for something to happen on, “Secret Santa” was started.  
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Why I called it “Secret Santa”? A few of the items used in this layout are gifts 
from family. At Christmas we use the “Secret Santa” idea, we set a value and 
half we put towards a gift and half we donate to a charity that your “Secret 
Santa” nominates.  

Not wanting to model a specific location or era, although there is a slight bias 
towards the South. Rolling stock is varied, Graham Farish, Dapol, Wagon 
Yard, and some N Gauge Society kits. DCC fitted to loco’s, some with sound. 
Track is peco set track. Buildings etc are a mixture Metcalfe kits with some 
scratch built/kit bashed using parts from old Metcalfe kits and downloads 
from Scalescenes. Vehicles from Oxford. 

DCC control is by kit-built items from Model Electronic Railway Group 
(MERG), CANCAB and CANCMD. 

No control panel as such, point switches, light switches etc mounted on rear 
of layout. 

The three points are servo operated using small “9g micro” servos controlled 
by MERG PMK18 and mounted using MERG 3D printed servo mount. 

Flashing lights in the castle and on the Christmas Tree use MERG “Gas 
Lamp Tinkler” pcb (one for each) located under the board. 

Church audio is from mp3 player, speaker behind church. 

Lights are all LED with resister for 12volt (Buildings and Street). 

Power for track and ancillaries (points, lights etc) are independent of each 
other, powered from their own power supply. 

30/ Kiyomi - N Gauge - Modern Japanese - Kevin Twyman 

 

Situated on the outskirts of Kyoto, it is a combination of Residential and In-
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dustrial areas adjacent to a large Commercial Centre. The Shinkansen “Bullet 
Train” passes close by on its dedicated track between Kyoto and Tokyo. 
There is a regular Shuttle Commuter Service between the outskirts of the 
town and the Commercial Centre. The JR main line passes through the town, 
operating both freight and passenger services. Using Kato & Tomix track, this 
layout is based on a variety of Japanese table layouts I have seen in Japan 
and on the Internet. 

31/ Thunderbolt Models 

 

https://www.thunderboltmodels.com/ 

Present this advert at our stand and get our 10% Off Discount Card. 

32/ Smart Models 

A display of figures available from Smart Models. www.smartmodels.co.uk 

33/ Alston - N Gauge (Finescale) Era 5 (1957-1966) - Peter M Brown 

The design brief for the layout was that it should be on one board that could fit in the back 

of a car and be interesting to run. 

Looking for inspiration, a friend suggested a North-Eastern terminus station such as 

Alston in Cumbria. Realising what a wonderful station building was still there and 

what an interesting and challenging model it would make, I looked no further. From 

the outset it was clear that compromises would be needed. An exact model of the 

station and sidings would need a bigger baseboard than I was planning and would 

involve few buildings and lots of open space. Artistic licence came into play. The 

track plan was simplified, and the position of the coal drops and goods shed was 

changed. The former turntable was reinstated but the biggest change of all was to 

relocate Alston High Street to be next to the station, rather than some distance 

away. Every building is scratch-built and is based on an actual Alston building with a 

view to creating a sense of place and to try to catch the atmosphere of the town, 

https://www.thunderboltmodels.com/
http://www.smartmodels.co.uk
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the highest market town in England. To mis-quote Morecambe and Wise, all the 

right buildings but not necessarily in the right order! 

 

The finescale track is all hand made with Code 40 rail but is N Gauge rather than 

2mm Gauge. The period modelled is late steam and the transition to diesel DMUs. 

Alston was Railway of the Month in Railway Modeller in April 2021, featured in BRM 

in October 2023 and Hornby Magazine in June 2024. The station building model 

won the Chairman’s Award in 2021 for the 2mm Society Online Modelling Compe-

tition. The layout received a prize at ModelRail Scotland in 2024 for third best in 

show for visiting layouts. 

34/ Brotton Mill - OO Guage - DCC/DC - Shildon MRC 

Four Mainline tracks set somewhere in the Lancashire/Yorkshire border peri-
od 1956 to 1966 or can be Blue Diesel 1965 to 1985. 

Steam /Green Diesel running passenger and freight trains or can be Blue 
Diesel era. An 18 road fiddle yard is to the rear. 

The layout is 24ft x 9ft with central operating area. Working area 27ft x 
10ft6in. 

35/ Port Solway - P4 - NER 1908 - Newcastle & District MRS 

We have supposed that the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway took over the 
route of the Port Carlisle Canal and turned it into a railway, then once ab-
sorbed into the NER they built a bigger harbour further south. 
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The Maryport and Carlisle Railway built a branch line to connect with this 
line, joining just beyond the station, so reversal from the viaduct became a 
frequent necessity.  

 

The period is around 1910 and the beneficial effects for health of taking sea 
air led to the building of a sanatorium with its own private railway link just 
across the viaduct from the station. 

The dock behind the station handles fish and imported grain, stored in the 
large warehouse before transporting to Carr’s mill at Carlisle. There are fur-
ther docks beyond the modelled area for shipment of coal to Ireland and 
importing cattle. 

Trackwork is handbuilt to Scalefour standards using steel rail soldered to 
rivets with cosmetic chairs. Ballast is a mixture of casting sand with 90 grit 
sandblasting abrasive, to represent the clinker ballast used by the North 
Eastern Railway.

 

Buildings are mostly based on N.E.R. prototypes or local structures in the 
area around Silloth.  

Rolling stock and locomotives are mainly kit built by the operators but plenty 
of scratch-built items will be seen.  
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Pointwork and signals are all operated by mechanically interlocked lever 
frames, which means they cannot be set in ways that contradict safe practice, 
but as in real life it means drivers must obey the signals or accidents could 
well occur.  

36/ Fiddlers Wharf - EM Gauge - BR - Paul Gregory 

An experiment with DCC, the layout is basically a shunting game, the aim 
being to shunt the wagons onto the front line in the sequence denoted by the 
cards, a task made more difficult by the fact that the headhunt will only take 
two wagons and the engine. 

Paintwork is handbuilt from EM gauge society plans using copper clad sleep-
ers and phosphor bronze track to give a rusty tinge effect. Points are operat-
ed by the wire-in-tube method attached  to slide switches which also change 
the frog polarity. Control is by an NCE Power Cab unit. Buildings and scenic 
effects are scratchbuilt from plasticard and other bits and pieces found in the 
scrap box. 

37/ Londonderry Sidings - O Gauge - Peter Shields 

This layout is based vaguely round the Sunderland/East Durham area (hence 
the Lord Londonderry connection as the builder of Seaham Harbour and the 
owner of many pits and railways in the area) and is based around the late 
1970’s early 1980’s in the TOPS blue diesel era before sectorisation. 
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Baseboards are ‘open plan’ (except the fiddle yard) constructed of 6mm birch 
ply and were originally to be used for a layout which came to nothing so are 
an odd set of widths and shapes. The track plan is a variation of the 
‘Inglenook’ design with a few alterations; the layout is therefore unashamedly 
for shunting. 

Plain track is Peco and points are a mixture of hand built on bases laser cut 
by Stoneybridge Structures, one Peco Setrack unit (bought to test) and tradi-
tional Peco second hand ones which have been heavily modified. 

Locomotives are RTR Dapol & Heljan, DCC sound fitted and numbered to 
represent ones that ran in the area during the period modelled. Stock is main-
ly RTR, suitably weathered for the period. 

The ‘land’ is old fashioned plaster bandage covered with static grass. The 
bridge is scratch-built based on an example on the North Dock branch in  
Sunderland while the retaining walls are Slaters embossed plastic on a ply 
backing with coping stones laboriously cut from half round wood dowels and 
then painted and weathered with acrylics. 

 

The buildings are from Stoneybridge Structures and are typical of those 
found in the area including a pre-Amazon catalogue warehouse/loading dock, 
a scrapn yard, BR Departmental run-down factory. 

 

38/ Laterem Valley- Lego Trains LNUR - William Elliott and Ed Doubtfire  

The Laterem Valley Railway Connects the city of Eddingham to the small 
suburban town of Billingate. 

Eddingham is a larger city station heavily inspired by stations such as York 
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and Newcastle. The idea is that it’s mainly an East Coast Mainline station 
though it can fit in anywhere, with optional overhead wires and more generic 
details. It’s also designed in such a way that it can fit in comfortably in differ-
ent eras, with details such as the ticket barriers being removable, and the 
kiosk imagined as something the station kept around for the atmosphere. 

Billingate is an edge of town suburban station on the fictional preserved line 
‘The Laterem Valley Railway’. 

While built using the unusual medium of Lego, the layout has been built as 
very much a serious model railway, with a great deal of thought put into the 
surrounding geography, prototypical operations and ensuring there are plenty 
of little details for the onlooker to discover (including one very naughty dog! 

39/ The Playout - Lego - Darren/William     LUKR/CMRC/BTMRS 

The Playout was designed from the outset as a exhibit that could be operated 
by visitors of all ages.  

Built from lego bricks and featuring a selection of locos and rolling stock in-
cluding Steam, Diesel and Electric locos  

plus passenger and goods trains. The twin ovals operate independantly and 
can be controlled by members of the public 

both young and not so young. Experienced operators will be on hand to help 
if needed and answer any questions you may have. 

We always like to chat. 

40/ Salcombe - O Gauge - DC - Middlesborough MRC 

GWR steam fictitious setting  
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41/ Gresham - OO Gauge - 1960s or 1990s or 2010s - Middlesboroough 
MRC 

 

The layout itself  comprises 4 loops and a branch and is designed to  keep 
something running at all times with as little  down time as possible. It is loos-
ley between1968 and sectorisation. We tend to run pre-tops and tops on the 
first day, then later 80s to sectorisation on the following day ,this way allows 
the members to run their stock still keeping within reasonable time frames. 
 

42/ South Pelaw Junction - EM Gauge - Late 1950s, Early 1960s - 
The South Pelaw Group/John Donnelly 

South Pelaw is a model of a real location on the Tyne Dock to Consett line in 
North West Durham, well known for its iconic iron ore train.  Built to EM 
Gauge standards, the model represents the location at its peak in the late 
1950s and early 1960s when not only did the line see the iron ore trains and 
steel from the massive steelworks at Consett but also coal from many of the 
local collieries.   

The track work is accurate to the location at the time as are all of the signals 
all of which, including numerous ground signals, are all fully interlocked as 
per the prototype. 
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43/ Castle Caereinion - 009 - 9mm gauge (1960’s period - early preser-
vation) - Martyn Harrison 

-Martyn Harrison a member of Tyne & Tees 009 Area Group 

Castle Caereinion is my first attempt at building a layout having assisted on 
several projects in the past. I have tried to portray the station as it was in the 
earlier days of preservation before the crossing loop was extended. Although 
the siding was removed by the 1930’s I added it for operational interest. 
Trackwork is hand built using code 40 rail and walnut sleepering and scenery 
is formed from high density foam covered with a layer of plaster bandage and 
various layers of static grass and other scenic materials being used in addi-
tion. Weathering has been done with powdered chalk pastels either used wet 
or dry brushed. Locos and rolling stock are a mixture of plastic and 3D print-
ed kits with some r-t-r locos appearing too.   

44/ Callaton - N Guage - Mick Simpson 

This little cameo was started with exhibition attendance very much in mind 
since while touring with my last exhibition layout I was always being asked 
how easy it was to start in 2FS. The answer of course is, ‘simple’ but for 
those people eager to jump in it is sometimes a little daunting to embark upon 
the perceived steep learning curve of fine scale in any size, so my message 
has always been start small. Enter the cameo layout, which is usually quite 
small, very portable, doesn’t cost very much. It enables the builder to exer-
cise every discipline that building of a larger project might involve but in, gen-
erally, a fraction of the time. 

Construction of Cameo Callaton is quite simple and follows very much the 
teachings of that master of the small layout scheme, the late Iain Rice. Iain, 
had he drawn the plan, would probably have had a double slip, a three way 
turnout or both for these are the hallmarks of many a ‘Rice’ plan. However I 
have kept things ultra simple and like to think that I have added my own per-
sonal touches to Iain’s overall philosophy but as he would have told you him-
self, take the concept, use the plan as intended or modify to suit and put your 
own stamp on it. This little project is based loosely on a prototype which ex-
isted close to the real Callerton, north of Newcastle upon Tyne, the story of 
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which lies outside the scope of this little description.  Employing a two piece 
main baseboard and using the proscenium arch style presentation with a 
semi permanently attached top casing with integral curved back scene, the 
main business end of Callaton is a skimpy 2’ 6” (76cm) long baseboard with 
two detachable fiddle yards, one at either end; for convenience of transport 
and storage I have made the sector plate fiddle yard fit underneath within the 
body of the baseboard and I have also attached a carrying handle which is 
obvious at first glance. The right-hand fiddle yard takes the form of a 13 inch 
(33cm) sector plate fed from a hidden siding at the rear behind the back sce-
ne. The left-hand side has an 8-inch (20cm) fiddle yard simply to allow rail 
traffic on the scenic section to temporarily disappear ‘off scene’. There are 
one or two other things that have been done which I have not seen before on 
a small ‘exhibitable’ layout such as the means by which the hidden fiddle 
roads are connected to the sector plate board. Trackwork is all to the recog-
nised standard of the 2mm Scale Association using a product called Easitrac 
with the one and only kit-built turnout and its related trap point, operated us-
ing servos with two AA batteries. 

 

Locomotives and stock on this small project represent the 1980s period and 
as such are mostly Bachmann diesels that have either had the wheels ma-
chined to 2FS standards or have had their wheels changed using drop-in re-
placements from the 2mm Scale Association shops. Either method results in 
motive power that will perform on 2FS track.  I hope to be operating mostly 
with DCC but at the drop of a hat I can switch into analogue with a couple of 
different locos and operate using those.  

Rolling stock is a mixture of converted RTR and kit built and delayed action 
uncoupling using the ‘Electra Coupling’ designed in 1979 by fellow 2mm 
Scale Association member John Whitehead. Again, because of the size and 
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scope of the layout not much stock is needed. However, since one of the 
main reasons for this little project is to invite the curious would be 2FS model-
ler to ask questions I invite interrogation if there is something you wish to ex-
plore further.  

This little piece has been planned so that it can be operated using up to date 
control with DCC but it is also capable of operation using traditional DC ana-
logue control. Also, and probably unusually, it can operate on battery power 
in both DCC and DC. Because of this the wiring is appears more complicated 
than it needs to be but is easily explained to interested parties. Lighting is 
achieved using L.E.D.s If you need more information just ask the operators 
and we can show you the various aspects of its construction. With such a 
small project operational potential is obviously going to be limited but the in-
tention is to show it is not necessary to have vast space or inordinate funds to 
model in 2FS, and it is possible to engage all the disciplines related to fine 
scale modelling in a relatively short time. I hope the object of the exercise can 
be achieved with Cameo Callaton.  

Further information about the activities of the 2mm Scale Association can be 
accessed by either speaking to the operators or going to www.2mm.org.uk 

45/ Coppers Quay - O Gauge - DCC - Colin Salmon 

Coopers Quay started life as a two road test area, but grew to what you see 
now because of the passing of a best mate. The large ship I was left donates 
the type of layout I have produced and this is my first foray into the world of 
DCC. It is a simple layout with comings and goings on the quayside. 

The period is late BR so can run both steam and diesel. 

http://www.2mm.org.uk


Railex NE 2025 

Page 26 

46/ Billingham - N Gauge - 60s Steam/Green Diesel - JohnParvin 

 

Set in the Mid 1960's this N gauge layout depicts the Station and Goods yard 
area of Billingham a town situated in the North East of England. During this 
period a mixture of Steam and Diesel Locomotives can be observed going 
about their daily duties hauling the numerous freight trains that served the 
many differing types of industries within the local vicinity. Meanwhile Passen-
gers at this time were provided with the then quite modern first generation 
DM 

47/ Haltwhistle - N Gauge - BR transition to present day - N Gauge Soci-
ety NE Region 

Haltwhistle, on the Tyne Valley line, is the latest DC layout built by the group. 
It is a representation of the 1950s onwards, including the now closed Alston 
Branch. The station and its buildings are modelled as they were during that 
period. As with any model railway layout some compression, compromise 
and adaptation of the surrounding area is inevitable. Track is Peco Code 55 
with Electrofrog points. Point operation is by the wire-in-tube method. Almost 
all of the buildings are scratch built by various members of the group. Others 
are either kits or proprietary models suitably adapted. 

We continue to look for new members to join the Group. We meet at the Bar-
ley Mow Community Hall in Birtley on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month at 11:00am. Come along, you will be made most welcome – you do 
not have to be a member of the N Gauge Society. 
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U's running between Middlesborough and Newcastle. 

48/ Bolts Tor - N Gauge - Ian Press 

A fictitious winter setting inspired by the G.W.R.branchline from Yelverton 
(near Plymouth) to Princetown, ten miles across the remote and unforgiving 
Dartmoor landscape. 

 

The line closed in 1956 and is now a cycle path. 
Grade1 listed Brentor Church is today a popular wedding venue. 
Ingra Tor Halt was built for the local Granite quarry workers. 
Sometimes If you listen closely, I’m sure you can hear a Dog howling  
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49/ High Market Bus Station - OO Gauge - 1970-1990 - Model Bus 
Federation 

The layout is fictional but influenced by a number of different locations around 
the North East. It features motorised buses using the Faller system. Each 
vehicle contains its own power and the steering mechanism follows a wire 
beneath the surface of the road. 

 

50/ West End Drift - EM Gauge - 1950s-1970s - Graham Hudson 

West End Drift is a small colliery situated somewhere in the west of the 
Northumberland coalfield where the coal seams were close enough to the 
surface to be accessed by a drift rather than a deep shaft. There were sever-
al such mines in the area, most of them far too extensive to model in a small 
space but I felt it was possible to include some of the more important parts of 
such an operation. The operation of the layout hinges around the screens 
where wagons can be seen being loaded and then taken away to exchange 
sidings off scene.  

The layout has been built to explore the possibilities of the EMGS track and 
B6 points and all standard gauge trackwork is from this source. I believe 
West End Drift shows that even with the limitation imposed by only one type 
of turnout an interesting model can be built. Points are controlled by wire in 
tube from slider polarity switches. There is also a narrow gauge internal sys-
tem which uses Peco 009 materials. Control is analogue in nature and uses 
Gaugemaster equipment. Baseboards are laser cut from plywood and were 
built to my specification by Tim Horn and supplied in kit form. Landscaping is 
fairly conventional using carved insulating foam sheets covered in plaster 
bandage and finished with static grass fibres. Buildings are mainly built from 
styrene sheet with much use of Wills sheet materials. The loading screen 
building was made from parts from two Ratio coaling tower kits and some of 
the items not used in the screens have been employed in other structures on 
the layout. I must acknowledge the help I had with the backscene which was 
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painted by my wife Anne. 

Locomotives featured represent several types seen in the collieries in this 
area. They are either compensated or fully sprung except for the little Barclay 
saddle tank which was a tricky RTR conversion. The steam locos are all fin-
ished in dark blue which was usually the case in Northumberland although 
the shade is probably not correct and they are probably too clean.  

51/ Thomas & Friends-BTMRS 

A layout for our junior visitors to have a look and play on. 

52/ Long Hirston - N Gauge - Usually Modern image but can vary - N 
Gauge Society 

Longhirston is a British outline modular layout built and exhibited by members 
of the Northumberland Area Group of the N Gauge Society. 

The layout is DCC and controlled by a Raspberry Pi computer running JMRI 
software. The layout can be fully automated but at exhibitions members of 
our group usually operate the layout using mobile phones and tablets stand-
ing alongside the viewing public. Please feel free to engage them in conver-
sation and ask questions. 

 
At RailEx NE2025 we will be running modern image rolling stock with fre-
quent steam hauled specials.  
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53/ Hawes - OO Gauge - 1960s - Shildon MRC 

The layout is based on Wensleydale line to Hawes the last passenger service 
in 1955 To the goods closure in 1964 

54/ Middle Engine Lane - OO Gauge - Modern Image - North Tyneside 
Steam Railway 

Middle Engine Lane is a 4mm scale, OO gauge model of the Stephenson 
Steam Railway, which is located on Middle Engine Lane in North Shields. 
The North Tyneside Steam Railway Association is a charity that exists to sup-
port the running of (full size) trains on the Stephenson Steam Railway. 

 The model is a representation of the Museum and Yard at Middle Engine 
Lane and, since our main occupation to run and maintain full size trains, it 
was built for us by Kyle Humphries of TRS trains in Swansea. Track is Peco 
code 75 bullhead and operation is by the MERG 2nd Generation DCC Sys-
tem. Our fiddle yard uses a cassette system based on the one described in 
Model Railway Journal many years ago. 

  

At present, most stock is ready-to-run, but it is our aim over time to have 
models of all the locomotives and rolling stock that can be seen at the Muse-
um, as well as engines that have visited us at our Galas. You can al-
ready see a model of our Bagnall locomotive, No 401.  

55/ Totems Man - 

 Totems made while you wait 
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56/ Jersey Royal - OO Gauge - John Forster 

This model was built during the lockdowns of 2020 and 2021. It is based on 
the large potato farms to be found in Lincolnshire but is not a model of any 
particular one. These farms use temporary narrow gauge track laid from the 
main farm out to the fields where the potatoes were being harvested. The full 
narrow gauge Trains brought the potato back to the farm. In this case, they 
are taken into a transshipment shed where they are unloaded and the pota-
toes are then loaded into socks. They are then taken away to market by 
standard gauge Trains. The train of empty wagons then emerges from the 
other end of the transshipment shed to return to the fields for another load. 

57/ Fleetwood - N Gauge - 1980s Blackpool Trams - John Doherty 

Fleetwood is a scale model of Fleetwood Ferry tram loop which is the north-
ern terminus of the Blackpool Tramway.  

 

The layout is a representation of a busy Fleetwood market Tuesday in the 
late 1980s when thousands of  holidaymakers used to travel by tram from 



Railex NE 2025 

Page 32 

Blackpool to Fleetwood to visit the market.  
The trams are all 3d prints with items such as the trolley towers made from 
etched brass.  
The  chassis are a mix of Tomytec Tr01s, 4's and 5's depending of wheel-
base.  
There is an automatic stop feature made using 4 cuts in the rails and 1 wire.  
The working fairfround are also 3d prints  

58/ Train Sim Live 

 

TrainSim Live are a group of users who are supported by Dovetsil Games 
(DTG). We travel from show to show, demonstrating the latest Train Sim 
World content. We  are here to inform people about the simulations, and for 
those who are interested we have free copies of the base games to give 
away for PC, Xbox, PlayStation 4 & 5. Feel free to come and say hello too us.  

59/ Teinmouth - T gauge - Chris Carty 

Teinmouth is a small T gauge layout created inside a custom made wooden 
case. The name is a play on the word Tynemouth and the fact it is T gauge. It 
is currently the smallest scale available to model in at 0.7mm to 1 foot (O 
gauge is 10 times bigger!), and shows what can be modelled in a small 
space. The layout was purchased on an internet auction site and has been 
slightly anglicised compared to its original Japanese origins. Stock which can 
be seen running on the layout include a GNER High Speed Train, a EWS 
livered class 67 and a Tamper which doubles up as a track cleaner. Any 
questions regarding this layout or the scale please don’t hesitate to ask. 

60/ Hazelburn - Thomas & Alan (BTMRS) 00 DCC 
Hazleburn portrays a small rundown station, at the end of a branch line, 
served by a single car, local passenger service.  With two short goods plat-
forms for incoming/outgoing freight. 
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I made the baseboards and laid most of the track five years ago. Then noth-
ing happened to the layout until summer last year when Thomas first saw it 
and wanted to work on it. Working usually one afternoon a week on it, the 
layout has progressed steadily since then and was the first layout he has 
built.  

 
The layout is DCC operated using the ‘Roco z21’ control system. Which uses 
an app with a smart phone or tablet. The locos are all ‘sound fitted’ for added 
realism and operator enjoyment. 

61/ Havantacloo Junction - O Gauge - Modern Image - Jem Soady - 
BTMRS 

Havantacloo Junction is a fictitious location. Some of the buildings are con-
structed from basic kits and some are scratch built, most of them benefit from 
LED lighting effects. The layout is basically a shunting layout with a loco 
shed. Animation plays a big part in the design and operation of the layout. 

62/ Fencehouses - 2mm fine scale - Bob Jones - BTMRS 

Situated in North East England (only 16 miles south from where you are to-
day!), Fence Houses station was opened in 1844 and closed in 1964. The 
station was part of the original main line route to ‘The North’ until 1872, when 
the present East Coast Main Line through Durham City was opened. 

Our chosen period is British Rail 1952 - 1962, using steam and diesel loco-
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motives. Many mainline workings operated through Fence Houses, due to 
engineering works and diversions taking place on the ‘new’ main line. Two 
miles north of Fence Houses is Victoria viaduct, some 800 feet long and 135 
feet high. 

Built between 1836-1838, it is today a listed structure, though not currently in 
railway use....we live in hope! 

Our model is built to 2mm finescale standards, 2mm to a foot (1/152 scale), 
9.42mm track gauge (slightly smaller scale than commercial ‘N’ gauge). 2mm 
scratch and kit built models are mainly employed, with some converted 
‘N’gauge stock (re-wheeled coaches etc.). See the numerous posters on the 
front of the layout, some showing how most of the models have been made 
from our own etching designs, including locomotives, coaches, wagons and 
even some of the building structures! Feel free to ask questions but please 
be patient if we are busy controlling the trains! 

63/ Iron Flatts Sidings - N Gauge - Arthur McKean 

This layout is dedicated to my friend Keith who introduced me to the hobby. 
We did plan to make a layout together but due to his ill health we never 
made it. My wife decided she wanted a new ironing board and when I looked 
at the base of the old one I thought why not try to make a layout on it. This 
was my second layout I have made. I got the wood cut to the shape of the 
Ironing board base. I looked on the internet for track plan ideas and found 
one that would fit and adapted to my preference as a free lance. When look-
ing for layout name I wanted something that reflected the Ironing Board and 
my friend from my N gauge club came up with Iron Flats so I was happy with 
that. 

 

I wanted to step out of my comfort zone and try putting surface point motors 
on the 7 points of the layout and failed miserably and got very complicated 
when I had to make connections plug so I could disconnect the Switch board 
from the layout. The frustration and time wasted by the motors working one 
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way and not the other then totally not working. After a chat at my club I de-
cided to scrap the motors and convert to Rod and Pole which again was diffi-
cult as I had all my track fixed down and ballasted. I put the poles under the 
board in stead of usual way of doing things but works fine im pleased to say. 
I still feel a bit of a novice even though I have been modelling for about 
7years. 

The layout is 4ft 5ins x15ins, Operated by DC Points operated by Pole and 
Tube. 

Buildings are Metcalfe kits, 

Its still a work in progress and had the privilage of showing my layout at my 
club Exhibition which was the N Gauge Society AGM Show in Gateshead 
and was very pleased with the feed back I received. 

64/ Mariana Mesa 

Mariana Mesa is a small town in the Western US during the 1930’s and 40’s 
which has been served by a station since the line was built. The area is not 
prosperous and some people still rely on horse drawn transport but the auto-
mobile has already made its presence felt in the region.  The railroad contin-
ues to provide the community with a regular passenger and freight service 
and there a small engine shed providing work for some.  
It is a narrow gauge line, which were often built in places where the require-
ment for access to difficult locations and minimised building costs ruled out 
the construction of standard gauge track. 
The layout is On30 scale which is O scale (7mm/ft) but using HO/OO track 
(16.5mm) which approximates to 30" gauge.   
It is DCC powered and the points are operated using MERG CBUS control.   
The rolling stock is mainly Bachmann with some MMI and Precision Scale 
stock as well.  

65/ Brooks Models 

we are brooksmodels.com and supply model kits, modelling tools, paints and 
glues and lots of diorama products. 

66/ Donegal - 7mm Narrow Gauge - Irish 1940’s 

67/ Shasta - Z Gauge - Sacramento River Canyon - 1990s - Kevin Smith 

The torturous curves of Union Pacific’s former Espee line  through the scenic 
Shasta sub division  see long intermodal and merchandise trains with multi-
ple diesel locos on the front round the curves of Cantara loop and Shasta 
springs with some pausing at the division point of the station at Dunsmuir for 
a crew changes. 

The Z scale layout features modern locomotive  and rolling stock from the 
new generation of Z scale manufacturers like AZL, MTL, Full Throttle and 
Robert Ray in which the running qualities and detail match the best of any of 



Railex NE 2025 

Page 36 

the best of any of the larger scales. 

 

The junction between the two main boards and the Shasta Springs board is 
built using the Z-Bend track modular interface. This highly popular system in 
the United States allows the layout to be connected easily to any other layout 
using the system enabling the assembly of ‘Super Layouts’ at shows. This can 
give the layout a size of 10ft by 2ft6 inches but also means that the layout can 
be extended in the future at the Z bend joint by additional baseboards. A con-
sequence of the Z-bend approach is that both sides of the layout are finished 
scenically. 

Pushing the limits of Z technology the layout also features DCC control and 
super elevated curves. 

 

The layout features over 400 trees and scratchbuilt structures. 
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68/ South Wales Coal - OO Gauge - NCB Wales - 70s - 80s 

Set in the heart of South Wales’ rich coal-mining region, this compact 4ft x 4ft 
DC model railway layout captures the gritty atmosphere of an industrial coal 
yard in the steam era. The layout showcases the hard-working locomotives 
that kept Britain’s coal industry moving.  

The scene is dominated by a working coal-unloading area where wagons are 
emptied before being driven off by a lorry adding operational interest. Weath-
ered buildings, soot-covered trackwork, and detailed scenery bring the layout 
to life.  

Despite its compact size, South Wales Coal offers engaging operations and 
realistic train movements, making it an ideal layout for fans of industrial rail-
way modelling. 

69/ Halesworth South - OO Gauge - Late 1940s - Phil Ashlee 

The layout is based on the area in East Suffolk that was served by the Great 
Eastern Railway and the Southwold Railway and what was hoped the Mid 
Suffolk Railway. Unfortunately this didn’t happen due to lack of funds. What 
if……..The idea was rescued by the music hall and silver screen star Edu-
ardo Sheerano. 

 

The Southwold railway was relaid to standard gauge and the Mid Suffolk was 
upgraded from light railway , joining the Southwold with a spur up to the East 
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Suffolk mainline joining at Halesworth with a small station on the Mid Suffolk/ 
Southwold junction just below the mainline. This is what the model is based 
on. 

The locos are former Great Eastern locos B12 N7 J15 D16 and with a J70 
tram, also the appearance of a Gresley B17 . Most have been Ipswich based 
engines at one time except for the  named locos. Locos made by Hornby , 
Oxford and Model Rail/Rapido. Coaches are Hornby  or kit built , the wagons 
show an East Anglian feel including a Great Eastern Mac K adapted to con-
vey George the stuffed giraffe to Ipswich Museum and it is still on display. 
Most are ready to run except a few Great Eastern kits by d&s and Westykits. 

The buildings are a mix of plastic kits , scratchbuilt and out of the box . The 
signal box is a Wills kit with detailed interior. The mill was built by former 
DMRC member Ken Wooldridge, and the station buildings modelled on the 
Southwold Railway by the late Ted Flintoft who also made some of the trees. 
The layout also features various fauna birds and beasts.  

70/ Craster - O Gauge—Dale Brunskill - 1950s-60s 

In 1870 the citizens of Craster and surrounding villages in Northumberland 
petitioned the North Eastern Railway to build a line to serve the fishing har-
bour at Craster and its expanding fishing fleet. At that time the fishermen had 
to transport their fish to Little Mill station along poorly maintained roads. The 
NER was quick to react and by 1872 had a line built; it then settled down to 
relatively uneventful life until 1914. 

 

Because of the first world war, traffic on the branch increased considerably, 
and the NER remodelled the track layout to include a run-round loop for both 
platforms as well as an additional coal siding and parcels bay. In 1921 a new 
quarry was started, later called Howick Heugh Quarry, and was duly con-
nected to the branch. Such was the connection, all trains were required to 
travel  o the goods yard at Craster to reverse. Then in 1940 in response to 
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the increasing requirements of raw materials and finished infrastructure 
items, a pipe works was opened using a recently found source of suitable 
clay next to the quarry. We find the Craster now in the late 1950s early 1960s 
with plenty of steam locomotives still active but the increase in the new fan-
gled diesels are clearly visible. 

The layout. 

All track is Peco apart from the harbour, which is copper-clad sleepers and 
rail to create a tramway appearance. This is all operated using DCC Con-
cepts Cobalt point motors and fully DCC controlled via the Z21 control sys-
tem using iPads, tablets and Chromebooks. 

The harbour buildings are scratch-built from photos of the buildings present 
in Craster today. I have tried for the feel of a NER branch line by using build-
ings from various areas of the Northeast. I have also added some NER coal 
drops as no self-respecting NER layout would be without them. The bridge 
signal box was originally built by Jack Burnard for 'Runswick Bay' 

but never used, and it eventually found its way to Craster. All signals are cus-
tom scratch-built by Jon Fitness and are operated via servos and Megapoints 
controllers again connected into the DCC system and operated from the Z21. 
Most of the figures and detailed items are from Northumbria Painting Ser-
vices. 

Locos and rolling Stock are mostly kit built painted and weathered as well as 
sound fitted using zimo decoders . 
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Blyth & Tyne Model Railway Society is the oldest and largest model 

railway club in Northumberland.  

The club have some 96 members ranging in ages from the young-

est aged 10 and the oldest aged 85. The club caters for all model 

railway enthusiasts in all gauges.  

We currently have layouts in 2mm, N, 3mm, HO, EM, OO, O and G 

Scale gauges and would welcome any new member who models in 

these gauges or any other gauge and who wishes to improve their 

modelling skills or have any skills they could pass on. We currently 

meet every Wednesday morning from 10:00am until 12:00pm, 

evening 7:00pm until 10:00pm and every Thursday evening from 

7:00pm until 10:00pm in the club house at Redpath House, 40 

Saville Street (Above ASDA) North Shields NE30 1NT. 

For further information please contact any member who is operat-

ing a club layout or contact Club Secretary Brian Taylor e-mail   

Brian at secretary@btmrs.co.uk  

 

http://www.btmrs.co.uk/ 

Or 

https://www.facebook.com/BTMRS/ 

 

We would like to thank you for visiting our show. We hope you 
have found it interesting, enjoyable and worthwhile. If so we hope 
you will come again next year. Don't forget to vote for the most 
interesting and enjoyable layout.. 
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